Value of monitoring serum gastrin after renal transplantation.
Serum concentration of gastrin was measured before and after renal transplantation in 97 consecutive patients in order to assess possible correlations to gastrointestinal bleeding, allograft function, or graft rejection. In patients with transient signs of allograft rejection (N = 29) or upper gastrointestinal bleeding (N = 12) there was a nonsignificant trend towards higher postoperative gastrin levels, and in patients in whom the graft was removed (N = 29), this tendency was more pronounced (p = 0.06). The study demonstrated that monitoring of serum concentrations of gastrin following renal transplantation is of little clinical value. However, increased gastrin levels in serum may indicate that graftectomy may be the ultimate result.